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11th January 2012,  
 
Allgedo Online 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
We read your article on the allgedo.com website (http://www.allgedo.com/2012/12/25/ururka-
samafalka-adeso-oo-lagu-eedeeyay-cadaalad-daro-iyo-musuqmaasuq/), published on December 25th, 
2012, and would like to take the time to respond to your allegations.  
 
We would like to reassure you that Adeso’s work is guided solely by humanitarian principles, namely: 
humanity (the centrality of saving human lives and alleviating suffering wherever it is found); 
impartiality (implementation of our work solely on the basis of need, without discrimination between 
or within affected populations); neutrality (our actions do not favor any side in an armed conflict or 
other dispute); and independence (our actions and humanitarian objectives are autonomous from the 
political, economic, military or other objectives that any actor may hold with regard to areas where 
humanitarian action is being implemented).  
  
We select beneficiaries through a very transparent and participatory selection/targeting mechanism 
(Inclusive Community Based Targeting) which is implemented in very close coordination with Village 
Relief Committee. These committees represent the entire community, including women, elders, and 
preeminent figures of the local community. We can assure you that Adeso’s selection of beneficiaries 
is done with independence and neutrality, solely based on need, and devoid of any political objectives. 
We have over 20 years of experience implementing projects in Somalia and we can confidently confirm 
that our targeting mechanism is fully transparent and that selection is done in coordination with local 
communities.  
  
Individual staff members are not responsible for the selection of Adeso’s beneficiaries, as again this is 
done through our “Inclusive Community Based Targeting” mechanism, whereby very specific targeting 
criteria are used, including level of income accessed by households, coping mechanisms employed in 
case of shocks, number of children under 5 in a households and IDP households. These criteria ensure 
that our interventions include only the most vulnerable households and those that have few or no 
income sources to access the minimum food basket. 
 
With regards to complaints specific to Balet Hawa, please note that Adeso does not target 
beneficiaries in Balet Hawa town, as this is not part of our contractual agreement with the donor. The 
reason why the town is not covered by Adeso is that WFP and UNICEF are already providing food 
relief, and we are focusing on areas that are not being reached by other agencies. We met with elders 
from the town, and took the time to explain this to them.  
 
We are not aware of any efforts by your journalists to contact our staff, and would appreciate if you 
could let us know when and where you attempted to contact us. In the future, please note that you 
can always get in touch with us by contacting Mohamed Takoy on mtakoy@adesoafrica.org, +252-
618391145, or +254-721443771.  
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Finally, please note that you are not allowed to use the Adeso, or Horn Relief, logos on your website. 
These are protected by trademark laws, and it is illegal for any entity other than Adeso itself to use it. 
As such, we kindly request that you remove it from your website immediately and refrain from using it 
in the future.  
 
 In the future, please do not hesitate to get in touch before you publish articles about Adeso.  

 
Warm regards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jean-Christophe Saint-Esteben 
Somalia Country Director  


